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THE WILDCAT 
Ingredients for Success at WES  

Experiences   
~Happy New Year! I hope you had a great vacation and had an opportunity to have many 
experiences with your children.  
~Experiential Education, also known as EE here at Wamsley, has an exciting change coming 
in the next few weeks.  Ms. Schipper has decided to pursue a new opportunity in her career 
and we wish her the very best in her new endeavors.  With this change, we were able to 
implement a team of 2 teachers to lead our program going forward.  In addition to teaching 
2nd grade, Ms. Sara Harvey has been given the position of teaching EE in the afternoons to 
Kindergarten, 1st and 2nd grades.  She will continue to teach 2nd grade in the mornings.  
We have also hired Ms. Sarah Brusig to team teach with Ms. Harvey.   Ms. Brusig will teach 
2nd grade in the afternoons beginning January 20th.  Ms. Brusig will team teach EE with Ms. 
Harvey as well, and will be teaching the morning EE classes to 3rd, 4th, and 5th grades.  Ms. 
Brusig is an exceptional elementary school teacher with many years of experience. She is 
returning to Rifle from Nova Scotia. We are very excited to welcome her to our Wamsley 
family!  Please note that Mrs. Rodriguez will continue to teach in 2nd grade with Ms. Harvey 
and they are looking forward to working with their new teammate, Ms. Brusig. 
~Mark your calendars for Thursday, March 12th because that night we will host our first “EE 
Celebration of Learning Parent Night!”  This will be a fun night filled with your children 
displaying their EE learnings from the quarter! Plan on learning about Native Americans, 
Force & Motion, Traditions, and Weather! 
~ACES (Aspen Center for Environmental Studies) is at Wamsley for the spring semester! 
This opportunity is provided to us by the Garfield County Outdoors Grant!  During 3rd 
quarter, kinder, first, and second graders will be participating in special studies once a week 
that will be co-planned and taught by our own teachers AND our own on site ACES educator, 
Kitty! Third, fourth, and fifth grades will participate during 4th quarter. We look forward to sharing more about this exciting learning 
opportunity with you as it progresses. Please ask your children about it!  
  
Service 
~After learning about community members, the first graders ended the quarter by writing Thank You cards to our local firemen and 
policemen! They delivered them along with some goodies! 
~Student Council hosted its first ever Bake Sale during December and it was a HUGE success! They raised almost $400 to support 
their service projects!  Thank you for supporting their efforts! 
  
Expectations 
~99% of all Wamsley Wildcats 1st-5th were able to do some food crafts with me in December because they showed growth on 
iReady in math and/or reading! We had fun creating Grinch fruit kabobs and reindeer out of Swiss Cake Rolls. Here are some 
results from the December testing: 
 Reading - Kids scoring on grade level increased by 16%! 
 Math - Kids scoring on grade level increased by 11%! 
 
As We Encourage Success and continue to grow at Wamsley, we want to encourage you to share in every moment! Come in to 
visit, volunteer, and whenever you can give us your feedback! As always, thank you for sharing your children with us!  
 

Important Dates 
 

Jan. 9th 6:00pm-8:00pm 
ACES Family Science Night 
 
Feb. 6th 8:10am-3:30pm 
4th Grade Fieldtrip to 
Sunlight Mountain  
 
Feb. 10th - 20th 
PTAC Book Fair 
 
Feb. 13th 7:15am-8:45am 
Love the One You Read 
With Breakfast & Class 
Valentine Parties 
 
Feb. 17th - NO SCHOOL 
Presidents Day 
 
Feb 18th & 19th 
Student Led Conferences 
 

Check out our website for all the latest information at: www.wamsleywildcats.org 
  Find us on Facebook at: Wamsley-Elementary-Wildcats 

Please call us before 8:00am if your child will be absent at: 970-665-7950 
Si desea información en español, por favor llame a la oficina. 
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Kindergarten 
Welcome back!  We have one more Superkid to meet! We 
can read words with the letters c,o,g,a,s,d,l,i,t,f, and now e! 
In math, we are moving up and starting to add and take 
away!  We are always working on counting in math. So, 
keep up the great work of counting with your kinder! We 
have some exciting adventures planned for our science 
unit on force and motion. Your kinder will have fun 
sledding, building, and observing in January! Thank you for 
your hard work and supporting your kinder's classroom!! 

 

Preschool 
Welcome Back! I hope you had a 
relaxing break and spent time with 
family and friends. For the next few 

weeks we will be studying dinosaurs. 
We will be making dinosaur tracks, 

measuring bones, and looking at real 
fossils.  We are also continuing to 

develop fine motor skills. Some great 
activities around this are play dough and 
cutting with safety scissors. Fine motor 
development is critical for learning how 

to write. Having well-developed fine 
motor skills leads to holding a pencil 

correctly. If you would like a recipe for 
homemade play dough, ask me! 

Wamsley Parents at Winter Wonderland! 
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1st Grade 

2nd Grade 

3rd Grade 
In writing, third grade will be 

working on opinion essays. Within those essays, students 
will be citing evidence from a source to support their 

reasons. Encourage your children to form an opinion about 
something and then give you reasons to tell why they think 
the way they do. In math this month the third grade will be 
working on fractions. Your students will be able to identify 

fractions compare fractions and also put fractions on a 
number line. To help with the skill at home think of ways 
you can practice using fractions with your students. For 
example using measuring cups when cooking. In social 

studies, third grade started economics. They are learning that we are all consumers and that money and 
currency are the same thing. We look forward to another great month in third grade! 

 

Happy New Year!  Second semester is a time of 
amazing growth in first grade!  We are off to a great 

start!  In Social Studies, first graders are learning about 
American symbols and their meanings.  Students are 

learning about the Statue of Liberty, the American flag, 
Mt. Rushmore, and the Liberty Bell, just to name a 
few.  In writing, first graders are working on opinion 

pieces about different topics.  They are also improving 
their handwriting by focusing on correct letter formation. 

In math, we are working on adding three numbers 
together. Kids are practicing this skill through the use of 
manipulatives, the number line, or drawings. In the next 
few weeks, we will be working on story problems again 

to continue building this foundational math skill.  Thank you for helping your child with goods and 
services for Kidstown.  It was a huge success.  The kids enjoyed visiting the different shops and 

spending their Cat Cash.  They will continue to earn Cat Cash for the remainder of the school year. 

Hello Second Grade Famiiles!  In the month of December, we have 
enjoyed many jolly things! We helped spread Christmas cheer at 

our Christmas concert and we delivered yummy donuts and 
cookies to the  Police and Fire department! Also, the 7th- graders 
from Rifle Middle School came to visit our 2nd -graders to share a 

narrative writing piece that they have been working on. In Ms. 
Harvey’s class, students are learned about data collection and 

representation using graphs. In Mrs. Rodriguez’s class, students 
wrote poems about animals and creatures! We are looking forward 

to a great month full of new learning opportunities! 
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4th Grade 

Happy New Year 5th Grade Families! We hope 
you enjoyed a Happy Holidays, had fun in the 
snow, drank some hot chocolate. We had an 

action packed December in fifth grade! In literacy 
we worked on informative writing on real life 
superheroes through history and how they 
showed courage. Our fifth graders showed 

courage themselves by rolling up their sleeves, 
making food for the Feed our Sheep shelter in 

Glenwood Springs. We learned about 
percentages and food temperatures by making pizzas at our local Domino's! In Math we learned 

multiplication and division strategies! 

Happy New Year fourth grade families! It is 
great to be back in classroom with students!  In 
science, we are starting our physical science 
unit, where we are studying different forms of 
energy. In math, we are beginning our unit on 
fractions and decimals. In social studies, we 

are learning about debates as part of our 
government unit. In ELA, we are continuing to 
read and write tall tales while we learn about 
figurative language. Be on the lookout for our 
Sunlight Ski Resort field trip permission forms, 

which will be coming home soon. 

5th Grade 

Technology Tips 
Apps To Watch Out For - Stay On Top of the Popular Titles Teens 
are Already Using.   
 
Click this link for the article and short video about apps that are 
important to watch out for and why. 
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/apps-to-watch-out-for By Christine Elgersma 
 
Sent from https://www.commonsensemedia.org Common Sense is the nation's leading independent 
non-profit organization dedicated to empowering kids to thrive in a world of media and technology. 
 
Internet Essentials from Comcast: Affordable Internet for Eligible Households 
If you don't have internet in your home due to the monthly cost, click the link below and find out if you are 
eligible for Comcast's Internet Essentials Program 
 
https://internetessentials.com/get-help#application&Documentsneeded2019  
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Music 
 

Art 

Hello Wamsley families! Students are finishing up 
their unit in basketball and applying their skills on the 

court. From Kindergarten all the way to 5th grade, 
students are working on cooperating with teammates 

and being an encouragement to others. Please 
continue to support your Wildcats by encouraging 
them to get out side and play for 60 minutes a day 

and keep hydrated! Keep up the amazing work! 

P.E. 
 

Happy New Year Wamsley families!  In Art, we are 
starting off the year learning about famous artists from 

the Renaissance.  Luckily, the kids are already 
familiar with four of them: Leonardo, Donatello, 

Michelangelo and Raphael share their names with the 
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles!  This month we will be 

creating realistic self-portraits in the manner of the 
Mona Lisa. 

The new year means a bunch of new things 
happening in music!  5th graders are starting 
Drums Alive! Which combines music, rhythm, 

dance, and movements into different and 
awesome drumming routines!  3rd graders will 

be able to start recorders soon and will be 
ready to perform a lovely concert for you in 

March!  The most exciting is that we are going 
to have a “Musician of the Month!”  Each month 
Mrs. Volk will choose a student who has shown 

excellent growth and grit in the subject of 
music!  That student will get his/her picture 

posted on the music bulletin board for all to see as well as receive a certificate from Mrs. Volk!  We 
can’t wait to show you all the new things we are learning in music class!  Here is to an amazing 

semester! 
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From the Health Room… 
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